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Regoyee not againſt me oh 7 
1 fall I fall ariſe, whin 1 ft in 
the Lord ſhall be 4 light WHIS 1s" 


canſe 1 have franed inp ff ines, 
plead my canſe;, He wil Ira b 
light, and 1 ſhall behold bus rig breomſneſs, 
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Courteous Reader, 


H E Reverend 
eAuthor of theſe 
Sermons, 1s known, 
far and near, for 


| hu Labour , Diligence and 
L Leal in Preaching the Go of - 
| pel fince he entered on the 
5 3, miſtery ; but could never 
; | be per ſw, ded to Print any one 
| of thoſe Sermons, that God 


made 


> GO —— 


made ſo ſucceſfull in the 
Preaching. 

T beſe enſuing we have made 
bold to Publiſh : not as the 
beſt, but the laſt Sermons of 
our beloved Paſtor. The 
aſperſions that were caſt upou 
hum for his frequency in 
Preachi ng, made k mm (as 0n 
bis death-bed ) in theſe Ser- 
mons ſþeak more of himſelf, 
then in all that ever we heard 
him Preach before. 

The fe Sermons were preach- 
ed with good approbation of 


thoſe that "bear d them, though 


of 


of contrary perſwaſrons : if 
any thing offend, let it be im- 
puted to us that Publiſhed 
them; not to him that only 
preached them,and the rather 
becauſe we cannot ſay that 
this is verbatim that which 
was Preached. 
Reader, if the reading of 
' theſe Sermons draw fo many 
tears from thy eyes, ( and re- 
ſolutions from thy heart, to be 
the Lords, and to ſerve him ) 
as it did from thoſe that heard 
js them, thou wilt not loſe thy 
labour, nor we our Pains. 


T be 


F7 


/ | 
T he lofi that we and the 
{ burch bath had of ſuch 
burning and ſhining Lights, is 
Jo great, that it calls loud for - 
O8r prayers, moans, and tears 

to the Lord of the harveſt, 
that be would ſend back ſuch 
Labourers into his harveſt, 
wherein you ſhall have the 
joint affſtance of your ſorrow- 
full friends, for our dead, yet 
living Paſtor. 


I. D. 


R.W. 


WT. 


4EFEPPEEEP PEESHEEEEES 


Hs:xzsWs 13. 20,21, 


New the God of peace that brought back 
arain from the dead our Lord Jeſus 
the great Shepherd of the (beep, through 
the blood of the everlaſting Covenant, 


Make you perfet# in every good work, to 
do his will, working in yew that which 
+ # pleaſing in his fight, through Fe- 
ſus Chriſt, ts whom be glory for ever 


and ever. 


HIS Text is Pauls 
farewell pray er for the 
Hebrews in the cloſe ot 
a large Epiſtle ro them : 
And it may be the fub- 
je& of my laſt Sermons, 
L after many years labours with you, 
And in it you may obſerve three things 
1, The periou prayed yato, aad thar 

is God « who is deſcribed- from the 
B ricty 
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rich fulneſs of his Majeſty, to be, 

T, The God of peace, this expreſled: 
an 

2. The God of all power , which 
is mplyed, yct amplified by one of the 
moſt mighty works that ever was done; 
to wr, the raiſing from the dead the 
Lord Feſus , which Jeſus is alſo de- 
ſcribed- ifrom his Relation co the 
Church, tobe the great Shepherd of the 
Sheep: And withal how he came to a 
Flock, and tobe a Shepherd , and char 
was by the ſhedding of his blood, 
which blood is called the blood of the 
Everlaſting Covenant, which the God 
of peace made with the ſheep, and was 
conhrmed by the bloodſhed of the 
Shepherd, 

2. The things prayed for : 

1. That the Hebrews might be per 
jet in every good work. 

2. That they might do the will of 
Cod. 

3. That God would werk the thing 
that wat pleaſing in his fight , wherein 
you have for whoſe ſake, by whom, or 
through 


- 
, 


[3] | 
through whom rhis muſt be wrought : 
that is, Feſws Chrif, And 2. In whom 
that 1s 1n you the Hebrews, 

Laſtly, You have the doxolozy, ts 
whom be glory for ever and ever, 4men. 

Pasls prayer for them, is, and ſhall 
be mine for you. And that you may 
| know the things prayed for you, I thall 
open them unto you ( it God permit} 
I do obſerve that when Friends part, 
they uſually part with prayer. 

Facob when he parted with Benjamin, 
he lent him away with a prayer, Gey. 

3. 14- 

Paul when he parted with the Ephe- 
frans, Afts 20, kneeled down and pray- 
ed with them all; And obſerve, it was 
to God : not as the Papiſts do,rto Saints 
and Angels, but to God through Feſus 
Chriſt. 

The Dodtrines from the words are 
many : 

I. That God is the God of peace, 1,e, of 
all blefings temporal and ſpiritual. 

2, That Feſws Chriſt s the ereat Shep- 
herd of the Sheep, 
B 3 3. That 
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3, That the great Shepherd of the ſheep 
was dead for atime. 

4. T hat God did bring back again from 
the dead the great Shipherd of the ſheep. 

$- That there 15 an Everlifting Cove- 
nart, 

6. That this Covenant is eflabliſhed in 
the blord of Chriſt, 

7. Through bis blood-ſhed Chrift hath 
purchaſed a ſherpfold, or flock of ſheep. 

Verie 21. 

8. That a Believers duty is to do the 
will of God. 

9. That the doing of the will of God 
only is 4 goog work. | 
10, That the ſons of men muſt be fit- 
ted, acopted, made perfet? to do good 

wor ks 
1 1. That _ work in ws, and c4- 
work with ws, ts do the thing that is 


pleaſing in bis fight. 

1 2. That glory is due to Chriſt for ever 
and ever, 

The Doctrine that I ſhall firſt ſpeak 
co, 15 his, 


Docr. 


[5] 


DocTtTRlIizt., 


That Feſus Chriſt is the great Shepherd 
of the ſheep, 


He is frequently ſo ſtiled: Pſal.2 3.1, 
The Lord is my Shepherd, P\alm 80. 1. 
Give car © Shepherd of Iſrael, Ezek. 
34. 23, 1 will ſet ovir them one Shep- 
herd, 1.e. one great Shepherd, - John 
10.14, 16, 1 Pet. 2. 25, the Shepherd 
and the Biſhop of our Souls. 1 Pet, 5. 4: 
The chief Shepherd: and in the Text 
the great Shepherd ;: Which hols 
torth co us,thar Chriſt hath a Fold,thac 
he is to thoſe as the Shepherd to 1s 
| ſheep: thar Chriſt hath more intereſt 
in his flock and people, then any, then 
all Goſpel Miniſters have. Iris trac 
they are Shepherds, bur he is the grear 
Shepherd. The Prophets, Apoſtles, 
Miniſters, Paſtors are Shepherds, bur 
they are all under Chriſt, Ss char 
what ever is the work, or may be-th 
care of a Shepherd over his flock, or 3 
B 3 Mot - 


[6] 
Miniſter for his people, the ſame more 
eminently is the work and care of Chriſt 
over, and for his people , which prin- 
cipally confiſts, 

1. In gathering together, and keep- 
ng his Sheep, Jer. 31.10. 7 will eather 
him and keep bim, as a Shepnerd doth bis 
flock. Amos 3, 12. As the Shepherd 
takes out of the meuth of the Lion the 
iws lepgs ard a peice of the ear : (0 will 
thus Shepherd pull tus ſheep our of the 
Lions Jaws;they ſhall not be devoured, 
Ezek. 34. 32+ 

2, In nouriſhing and feeding his ſheep, 
Ezek. 34. 10, 11, tz. He w:ll make 
them lyes down in fat paſtures. And 
thouzh men would tamiſh his ſheep, 
and cut them ſhort , and ſeparare the 
Shepherds from them, which teed them 
with knowledge, and open to them the 
pu Goſpel of -Chriſt - yer he will 

eep them alive in famine , aad (ave 
their ſouls from dearth. ft 15 all one 
with chis great Shepheard ro feed with 
means;or withour means , withor with- 
our, Gods peovle ſhall be fed and nou- 
rithed, 3.1n 


[7] 

3. In giving lifero the ſheep, John 
10. 28, 10, 1 am come that they maybave 
fe , 4nd that they may have it more 
abundamly. Inferiour Shepherds can 
give you bur meat and food, but rhe 
great Shepherd gives life alſo, 


Hſe. 


Er chea the firſt Uſe be of Com- 

tort ro the Lords people, I know 
ie is matrer of trouble to many Con- 
gregations of fa'thtul believing Chrt- 
ſtians, thar their Guides are gone, and 
that they ſhall hear che voice of their 
profitable and beloved Paſtors no more: 
Well, theſe are driven from you, and 
a wotull breach is gone through the 
land, yer the great Shepherd abidces 
with you. Precious believers, be nor 
caſt down at your loſles : Ate 
(catrered in the gloomy day as the ſheep 
upon the mountains £ this Shepherd 
will gather you again : Are you pur- 
ſued With Dogs and Wolves £ do they 
B 4 bite 
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bite you and devour you ? this Shep- 
herd will defend and ſave you : Do not 
you w where to go to find pa- 
ſtare © this Shepherd will find a pa- 
ſtuce for you : Do artnor any time ſay 
that you are 2S ſheep without a Shep- 
herd : when you pur forth rhe firſt at 
of ſaving faith, you were aſſuredly pur 
into Chriſts fold, and you ſhall be kept 
there by his wiſdom and care, and no 
one (hall ever pull you onr of his pa- 
ſture again, 

2. Here is matter of Exhbortation: If 
Chriſt be the great Shepherd, chen fol- 
low Chriſt, hear his voice, obey and 
follow him; Beloved brethren, you 
are like to hear my voice. but in few 
words more. All you that have given 
your names to me, and have ever tol- 
lowed me, I command you to follow 
the great Shepherd, and follow none 
any further then they follow him : his 
voice is the Goſpel that he inſpired, 
that his Diſciples penn'd, and that he 
himſelf ſealed with his own blood : all 
are ſtrangers that ſpeak not according 
to this, Do c, 


9) 


DocTtTri1InaE 2. 
- 


That the great Shepherd was dead for 8 


f1me. 


This is the ſecond Do@rine, To 
prove the death of Chriſt by many 
Scriptures aud Argumeats is needleſs, 

| ir beingan Article of our faith + yer 
conſult with theſe few rexts, Zicrg,7. 
Awake my ſword againſ®s my Shepherd. 
Marth. 26, 31. Rev. 1. 18. 1 am he 
that livith and was dead. That Chiiſt 
. > was dead burfor arime, isan Article 
ot our faith allo : The third day be roſe 
arain from the dead: it was no lon 
time that the grave did hold him, s 

You may ask me, What became of ; 
the ſheep when the Shepherd was dead? | 
You may fee in John 17.11. 7 amno | 
more in the world R but theſe are in the 
worla ; boly Father kerp them through thy 
own name theſe whom thou haſt given me : | 
He delivers them up to his Father,z2nd 

|; God undertakes the keeping of them, 
and 
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[10] 
and the ſheep were ſafe continually , 
till the Lord bronghe back from the 
dead che great Shepherd; Chriſt lefr 
them in ſafe hands : he had more re- 
ard to his ſheep then to himſelt , he 
uffered himſelf to fall into the hands 
of bloody and malicious men, bur he 
preſerved his ſheep : he promiſed them 
that he would not leave them comforils [s, 
but be would come to them. 


—  — —— — - — . 


Hſe. 


YE informed hence, that u che great 

Shepherd were dead fora time,then 
it is no Maivail my Brethren, it the 
leſſer Shepherds are Cead for a time 
time alſo, For as Chriſt was, ſo maſt 
we be in this preſea: world, 1 Jobs 3, 
This is on? part of our conformity to 
Chit, ro be coaformable ro him 1a his 
death : Phil. 3.10, The Prophets, faith 
Zechwy, do they live alwayes or for 
ever? Lech. 1.5, As for your Fathers, 


where arc th'y ? and for the Prophets, do 
they 


[11] 
they live for ever ? They muſt dye as 
the great Shepherd did. 

Now Miniſters dye either a Natural 
or a Civil death : A Natural death, 
which is the ſeparation of their ſouls 
from their bodies : their-Civil death is, 
when they are dead in Law, when the 
Law of the Land where they live,filen- 
ceth them, and makes them as it they 
were narurally dead. And on this ac- 
count there are many dead Shepherds 
this "day in England ; this day of the 
moneth, this day of the year, this 
rwenty tourth of Asguſt is the Shep- 
herds killing-day ; and whileſt England 
ſtood, there was never ſo many faith- 
{ull Miniſters dead whileſt they lived, 

There are many thouſand Sheep 
bewailing their dead Shepherds and 
Paſtors this day: and many a child be- 
wailing his dead Father , Sach Fathers 
which have begotten them co God , as 
Eliſha did Elijah, My Father, my Fa- 
ther, the Chariors ot England and the 
zorimen thereof ! This is the killing 
@y,O think ir nor ſtrange though ic be 
ſo ! 


"4 
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fo! Ir is (aid in the eleventh of che 
Revelations, that the Witneſſes muſt be 
flain ," and their dead bodies muſt lye 


in the ſtreets ſo many dayes. The Wir- 
neſſes ſome rake for the rwo Teſta- 


"ments, butthey have no bodies , it is 


moſt probable that theſe are men, and 
ſuch as ſhall not be naturally lain, bur 
Civilly flain: and it is very probable 
that they ſer our the faithfull Miniſters 
and Magiſtrates that have been Chrifts 
Witneſſes, and born a teſtimony to his 
erath and wayes, and ſuch as ftand to 
their teſtimony, and will not deny his 
name z theſe muſt be ſlain, yet not na- 
rurally dead z they muſt lye in the 
ſtreets as dead men, unſerviceable,di(- 
abled ro do their own or the uſual work 
of Chriſt, that they have done , they 
cannot at as Magiſtrates and Minti- 
ſters, Theſe things are now doing - 
T he witnefles are at this time lain : 
how long they ſhall lye we know nor. 
Whether three dayes and an halt or 
longer : bur as Chrift was dead, fo muP 
they, Ange b:loved hearers, this y 

y 


[17] 
day that I (hall be inchis ſenſe a dead 
man, a dead Shepherd, a dead Witneſs, 
after twelve years labours an4 witneſ- 
ſing tothe truth of Chriſt in this place; 
It 1s your duty to remember the great 
Shepherd who is alive again, who will 
ſeek you andprovide for you, and let you 
want no good thing, bur lead you forth 
in the green paſtures: & ewo ſupporting 
things I would have you to obſerve: 

1. That thedeath of thegreat Shep- 
herd, was no loſs bur a gain both for 
himſelf and you. Firſt, It did procure 
him a name above all names , thatis, 
a power above all powersz Every knee 
[hall bow ts him, and to him every tongue 
thall confeſs ; ſo that be ſhall be admired 
in all that believe, 2 Thel- 1. Allthe 
earth ſhall admire him z he is by his 
dearth become the Author of Eternal 
ſalvation: he is an Advocate, King, 
Prieſt, Propher, and ſhall be Judge ar 
che laſt, All power is commitred to 
bim in heaven and incarth, Math. 28, 
And Secondly, His death was gain to 
us : we had like ſheep gone aſtray,and 
had 
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had never returned, had he not been 
Shepherd and Biſhop of our ſouls. Bur 
nowhis humiliation was our exaltation, 
his Croſs our Crown, bis death our 
life, In him we have peace and pardon, 
mercy here, and glory hereafrer - Oh * 
fear not , the death of your Minifters 
may be beſt for you, yea no loſs bur 
an, 

2. Thedeath of the great Shepherd 
was but ſhorty, the Lord brought him 
back againg which is the next Doctrine. 


DocrTrINna® 3, 


That the God of peace by his mighty 
power did bring back from the dead, the 
Lord Feſws the great Shepherd of the 


ſheep. 


The Scripture 1s full of Teſtimonies 
of Chriſts ReſurreRion ; the women 
that wailed at the grave early to fee 
what became of him, had this Anſwer 
from the Angel; He is not here, for be 
& riſen ; Come ſee the place where the ay 
ay, 


[15] 
lay, Matth. 28. 6. Peter aſſures us of 
it, with the reſt of the Apoſtles, As 
$ 29, 30. AQS2.23, 24. It was not 
poſſible that be ſhould be held of the grave, 
And allo the Scripture is full of Te- 

ſtimonies that Chriſt was raiſed up by 

the mighty power of God, As 3, 15, 

Ati 4.10 Rev. 11. Gal. 1.1. 1 Pet. 

1.21, © Theſe texts hold forth thar 

Chriſt was raiſed up by the mighty 

power of God, 

2. Why did God raiſe again from 
the dead the Lord Jeſus ? 
1, To make way for his further uſe- 
ſulneſs for his people. As he by his 
- death, had purchaſed, ſo by his Reſur- 
retion he was made capable of inter- 
ceding for his flock, and of ſending the 
| Holy Ghoſt, and comforting them 
| witch his preſence in heaven - for 
' Chriſts glorious preſence isnot the leaſt 
oft the glory of heaven: The Lamb is 
ſaid to be the light thereof. 

2. Tofulfill all the Types and Pro- 
phecies that went b:fore of him. David 
prophecied of him, 1hat God would not 
leave 


O__ 
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leave bis ſoul in hell, nor ſuffer his holy 


one to corrupt in the grave. Fonah lay 
three dayes and three nights in che 
Whales belly, ro Typifie the death and 
reſurregion of Chriſt. 


3- To make way for Chriſts further” 


Glorification, Had he lain under the 
power of dearh, he could not have poſg 
ſefled the falneſs of his deſerved glory: 
che {oul might have been pertetly hap- 
py, but whole Chriſt could not be hap- 
py,had be lain in the grave. And ir 
was meet that as the body was in hun+ 
ger, thirſt, cold, and did ſuffer much 
diſgrace in the work of mans redemp- 
tion, fo it ſhould beglorified with a 
moſt cranſcendent glory. 

We ſhall nor meddle with chat que- 
ſtion now, whether God intended more 
the glory of the perſon of the Media- 
rour, or the ſalvation of the eleR, in 
his raiſing him up. We are ſure thar 
Chriſts perſon ſhall excell in. glo- 
ry, and be as the brighceſt ſtarr in 
the firmameat of heaven, Fehr 17.and 


hn 12, 
To 4.To 
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4. To confirm and ſtrengthen our 
faith. For if Chriſt had not riſen, our 
faith bad been wain, 1 Cor. 15, The 
Heathens were wont to reproach the 
Chriſtians for believing in a dead 


" Chriſt, but they have a living Chriſt 


to truſt in: for he that was dead is alive 
again, and lives for evermore , yea 
lives to make imterceſs10n for them, Heb. 
7.25» 

5. That he might be the farſt fruics 
of them that ſleep, 1 Cor. 15. whoſe re- 
ſurreion is an evidence unto his peo- 
ple,that they that now ſteep, or thall fall 
aſleep in him, ſhall one day be broughe 
back again from death to lite, and feel 
the power of his. ReſurreQion raiſing 
them above death and the grave, to 
reſt with him in life and glory, i Theſ. 
4-14, 15+ 

Let us inferr, That it it pleaſe God, 
and it be agreeable to his will, he thar 
brought back the great Shepherd of 
ſheep,can bring back the dead Shep- 
herds of England from their Civil 


death, 
C You 
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You know beloved, the Spiritual Fa- 
thers of many Congregations are dead 
+ this Cay - and the houſes are full of 
mourning: Some weeping in one cor - 
ner, (ome in another xz one child in one 


chamber, another in another; and 1 ſee 


your eyes are full alſo: Oh ler 
chis dry up the tears thar fall ; God can 
if he will, bring back from death your 
Shepherds again! When cAMarths and 
Mary were weeping over their dead 
brother Lazazrws, the Lord raiſed him 
up again : He hath the ſame hands, 
power, and $kill : He kills and he makes 
alive again, 

ObjeRt Tow may [ay it is unlikely that 
ever they ſhould live again, 

Anſw. Sorthought Marths and Mary 
when LZaJarw had been dead four 
dayes and laid in his grave, Fobs 11, 
It was unlikely alſo that ever Jeſus 
Chriſt ſhould riſe again : the Soldiers 


ſeal his ſepulchre, roul upon him a +» 


mighty ſtone, watch him, make him as 
ſure as they could, Marth, 27, 66, read 
the place ; yet notwithſtanding all, bs 
role 


[19] 

role again, The ewo Witneſſes were 
barbaronfly nſed,read Revelations ch, 11. 
get when the ſpirit of life from God en- 
tered into them, they flood upon their feet, 
VEr. I1, . 

Theſe things God hath done, and 
this thing he can do : but what God will 
do, I am not certain. Yer I conjecture 
that che Shepherds of England ſhall be 
dead but for a time : God will briag 
them back again from death , for Chriſt 
hath rold us, That no man liehtcth «4 
Candle to ſet it wnder a buſhel, but to 
give light to the whole houſe. And do 
you thi ink char God who hath lighted 
fo many Candles, that have and may be 
' uſefull co enlivhten his bouſe, will be 
ſer them onder baſhels £ Shall ſo much 
pretious lighr be loſt for ever > ſo ma- 
ny pretious gitts beſtowed in vain 2 
ſuch gold ruſt, and ſo many fruirtull 
trees lye uncer that curſe , Never more 
ſruit grow on theſe trees? ir cannot be : 
Shall God bring tothe birth, and nor 
| bring forth 2 It 1s true indeed God did 
| Puniſh an «gp! that would not lethis 
C2. peop:® 
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people go,with ſome dayes of darkneſs, 
and ſo he may and doth puniſh his peo- 
ple with the loſs of light, chat will ' 
no: let their iniquities go z he ſends a 
famine, not of bread, but of the word 
of God; and makes his people travel 
from ſea to ſea 4 but thele judgements 
are not ordinary, nor long laſting, but 
revocable upon humiliation and repen- ; 
trance ( unleſs God intends to re- 
move his Goſpel utterly from them ) 
ſhall he that hath commanded to ſend 
Labourers in his viaeyard, take ſo ma- 
ny out at once, and ſuffer them to be 
kept out ? eſpecially when they have' 
a deſire to work and hate to be idle,and 
the vineyard deſires them ſo much,and 
needs them much more : Bat Chriſt 
is the great Shepherd of the ſheepy he 
putteth down one, and ſetrteth up ano- 
ther, whom he will, and when he 
will; 

However it pleaſe the Lord to deal 
with us for the future, ic hath pleaſed 
the Rulers of this Land by an ARot , 
Porliament to diſable all Miniſters a 
ene 


[21] 
the Goſpel, thar after this day ſhall no: 
conform to certain things, moſt of 
which we have had time ſufficieat to 
conſider of. And I for my own part 
have not been wanting in prayer to 
my God for his dire&ion in reading 
the Books written on both fides, in 
converling with che intelligent ro find 
out what my duty is. 1 have con» 
cluded upon nothing raſhly, bur 
with much deliberation: I did not ſet 
che examples of men before me, nor 
drew any reſolution from their pra- 
Rice : And it more had conformed 
then do, I ſhould have ſtood in the 
ſame judgement. And I ſeriouſly pro» 
feſs, that one of thoſe that ſtand off in 
theſe parts, weighs more with me, chea 
ten of the Contormiſts. The g21n Or 
loſs of the world hath been nothing in 
my eye: I have had no thoughts of 
wh: I ſhall ear, what I ſhall driak, or 
what 1 ſhall puton; bur I have imp2r- 
tially ſtudied the cruth, and che rules 
by which our wayes and actions muſt 
be guided. = And upony all this I c 
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moſt cleerly ſee, thar it is not my du- 
ry, but it would be fin for me to cloſe 
with the things thit are propoſed and 
enjoyned. To give you my reaſons, 


| (2 is not ſafe for me, nor profitable for 


you - The new Liturgy I have not ſeen, 
and therefore will neither approve ir, 
or diſallow it ; leſt I be one of thoſe 
that ſpeak evil of that which I under- 
ſtand not. And though perhaps it 1s 
ſo compoled, that I may or can aflenr 
co the greateſt part of ir : yet if I and 
my brethren aflent not , and conlent 
not unfeignedly toit all, we muſt ſpeak 
an untruth, aad againſt our conſcieaces 
and knowledge in the face of a Con- 
gregation, where God is preſent, and' 
his Saints, and where we muſt ſpeak as 
Gods Oracles, and no more then we 
are confident our Lord and Maſter 
Chriſt would ſpeak; or elſe we muſt 
refuſe it altogether. Andindeedler ir 
be how or what it will, whether it be 
through my weikneſs and Ignorance, 
I could not paſs my unteigned aſſent 
and conſent toany book ( as 1 n_ 
er) 
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ber) that ever I read of that bulk, 
excepr the Bible : and how I ſhould 
ro this, I cannot imagine, ith the old 
one hath ſo much ſaid againſt ir, and 
this ( as its ſaid) is not much differenc 
from it, 

And although I know it is derermi- 
ned by our Rulers that I ſhall preach 
the Goſpel no more, and that I muſt 
leave the moſt honourable, (weer and 
moſt defirable work in the world, the 
ſolemn publick ſervice of God in be- 
ing his mouth unto his people; And 
alchough I muſt lerye a people whom 
I dearly love, and am periwaded of 
their abundant love to me, whole (er- 
vice in the Lord I love above all 
people, and have refuſed much of che 
world to dwell with them , Yer I ſay 
with Pazl, That God needeth not my lye 
for bs glory :He hath nor put me upon 1 
necefſiry of (inning to do him ſervice, 
Bac the Apoſtle hath cold us, chat thac 
mans damnation flumbereth nor chat 
ſa:rh he muſt do evil that good may 
come thereby, 
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Ic isrerue, many people ſay that they 
are but ſmall things that are impoſed, & 
indifterent things, and trifles, and won- 
derat us, thar ſo many Miniſters will 
leave their places, and ceaſe preaching 
of the Goſpel for ſuch things as theſe,” 
that any man may do and not ſcraple z 
and many good men do yield unto and 
keep their places. 

To all rhis I ay, God hath not 
taught me ro call or account any fin 
{mall; it is in its nature damnable, an 
offence unto an infinite Majeſty , a pro- 
vocation of his wrath to break the leaſt 
of Gods Laws, or flight the (malleſt of 
his commands, 

2, I ſay they are not ſmall co me,and 
I am confident they will not be ſmall, 
things to our conforming Brethren in 
rhe day of Chrilt, however they ſeem 
now, They are nor ſmall neither to 
fuch as are ia bitterneſs 2nd trouble for 
what they have done. Ob that you 
could per{wade the afflicted, rormented 
fouls of wounded men, that they are 
very imall things ! _ 
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If wethat reſuſe thought them (mall, 
would we loſe our livelyhood in the 
, world forthem ? Have we not love to 
our (elves, our Wives and Children? 
Do we not defire to live as comfortable 
as other men? Some ſay it is through 
an humour that we refule !A ſtrange ha + 
mour that will make men loſe 50, 1. 
or 100, Or 200, ], per annum, How ma- 
ny Miniſters are there that have many 
children, and little proviſion made for 
them ( bur whar is in the promiſe ) 
that c:nnot yield, but loſe all ! let not 
the world tor ſhame call cheſe men co- 
vetous any more, Nay do you think 
that we would ceaſe preaching the Go- 
ſpel, that delightfull work ot God, at 
they were ſuch ſmall things as ſome 
would make them? Hath not God 
given us ability,affiſtance and ſucceſs £ 
Are not ye ( many of you) our glory 
and Crown ( it you ſtand faſt) Why 
ſhould we loſe and leave the beſt em- 
ployment npon earch? There 15s ao- 
thing bur the fear of (in thac could 
ever caule us thus voluntarily to de- 
part 


——— 


"_ -- 


Cs, __”"._x,T — — =. 


[26] 


pare out of the Lords Vineyard, 


1h 


3. What others do, is no rule to me; 
I judge not their parts or piety: I have 
ſeea ſome of their Reaſons, and have 
weighed chem in the ballance,and find 
them coolight ro bring me up co them, 
We know what Minifters did in King 
Edward the fixihs dayes, 2nd what the 
{ame men did in Queen Afaries dayes, 
and what the ſame men did again in 
Queen EliJabeths diyes, Becauſe Petey 
denyed his Maſter under a remprartion, 
and atcerwards Judaized through difh- 
mulation, the wayes of Apoſtacy and 
deceir are not the better, becauſe fo 
great an Apoſtle was found in them, 
Bur I will not diſpure the caſe; God 
will be judge h.mfeclf ſhortly. Judge 
nothin? betore che time, 

As tor you my dearly beloved in the 
Lord, by rhecoft and care of my Pa- 
reats I was brought up for che Mini- 
ſtryz aid by the providence of God 
I was defigaed for you, In this Town 
I had pur of my Education, and there- 
fore here 1 was the more willing £9 
umploy 
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imploy my Taleat. Ir was not wages 


thar I ſought for, or that drew me hi-.. 


ther, bur work and labour; not yours, 
bur you. Many thought my time would 
not have been ſo long with you , but I 
thought if God had ſpared life, ir ſhould 
not have been ſo ſhore. Had I hearkened 


to Calls for greater preferment, and - 


accepted them, I had not been here to 
take my leave now: bur | hada {4 
you that which pleaſed me moſt , 
and as the hopes of it invited me to fir 
down with you, ſo it provoked meto 
ſtay with you, even the ſucceſs of my 
Miniſtry in the converting and conſo- 
lating of your fouls. Burt now my 
Sun 15 gone down at noon, and I am 
divided from you in the beſt of my 
dayes, before the grey hairs have come 
vpon me. As you were contented to 
fir under my Miniſtry in my tender 
years, had it pleaſed the Lord, you 
ſhould have had the benefit of my riper 
ſtudies: Bur our Times are in Gods 
hand,and he meres us out the work and 
places where we muſt be, 

By 
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By this fad parting, it coo plainly ap- 
pears, that I have beenan Lnnner x 
Preacher to you, and you unprofitable 
Hearers : and Oh that we might joyn 
in one folemn day,to humble our ſelves 
borh for the fins of my Preaching,and 
you for the fins of your hearing bur it is 
now t00 late, I will crave leave ro ſpeak 
a word in my behalf: I know not what 
aſperfions may be caſt upon me, as there 
have been;as to my defign amongſt you 
in mywork, God is my record,thatl aim- 
ed at nothing bur the Converſion, San- 
Qiihcation and Salvation of your fouls : 
I was glad whca I heard of any of you 
that were willing to leave your fins, 
and to ſet upon duty ; and I could no 
further delivhe 1a you, then 1 ſaw you 
delight in God and his wayes, My 
Miniſtry was not with the affected 
words of mans wiſdom : 1 never de- 
| ghted to ſpeak a word which I choughe 
the meaneſt in the Aﬀlembly could not 
underſtand, I ſtudied not for a name 
or a praiſe, one hour in my Miniſtry,but 
how che truth might be made more fe 
tor 
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for you, And bleſſed be the God of our 


mercies, our labour hath not been alto- 
gether in vainin the Lord. When I came 
hicher, 1 found many in Chriſt, ſome of 
which have continued with me on earth 
a ſupport, encouragement and comfort 
to me to this very day : fome of them 


are in glory with Chriſt, Others there | 


were that were ſtrangers to Chriſt ac 
my coming, but fince have ſubſcribed 
with their hand, and ſet totheir ſeal ro 
be the Lords, Yet of theſe ſome have 
continued upright, others have rurned 
aſide to fin and folly, broke their re(0- 
lutions made again and again, and have 
not performed their vows; but they 
that fate at the table with me have liter 
up their hand againſt me,and fir in che 
ſeat of drunkards and ſcorners ; and ir 


is tobe feared will be found perſecutors | 


of thoſe that are good, and grow worſe 


and worſe,and not only leave, bur loſe | 
their firſt love: and if they perſevere, ' 
they will be ranked amongſt Chriſts | 
enemies at the laſt, Oh that this mighs | 


be an awakening word to them this day, 


and | 
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and that God would curn their hearts 
once again , once again to his holy 
wayes, and keep them therein to the 
end, that they may be a comfore to me, 
and not a terrour to themſelves at the 
dreadtull day ! 

There are another ſort that I found 
wicked, and I fear ſo muſt leave them, 
on whom the powerfull word hath had 
no power, bat to this day are finfull, 
diſobedienr, following divers luſts,and 
bardning their hearts in the wayes of 
death, refuſe the rerms, the means,and 
the Lord of lite. 

And now my beloved, having given 
you 20 account of my life with you, and 
my death approaching, my gla(s have- 
ing a few more ſands in it, I muſt 
proceed ro my dying words, and they 
ſhall be in rweney Directions for your 
practice of godlineſs, and rwenty re- 
queſts I ſhall make ro you ia the be- 
1 half of God and your everlaſting fouls. 
And I beſeech you it you will do any 
thing for my ſake, or will regard che 


voyce, the words, the laſt words (toe 
a 


C31] 
all 1 know ) of vour tender and hear- 
ty friend, hear and obey my words as 
follow. 

1. Some of youare Magiſtrates, and 
a&t in a larger ſphere then others : Be- 


” have your ſelves beleeming the place 


you are put ing you fit inthe Seat of 
God, and you muſt judge for him. O 
fix not in the ſear of Drunkards and 


. Scorners of God, his wayes, and peo- 


ple as your truſt is greater then others, 
ſo will your account be. If you fin 
now, you doubly fin, and be ſure your 
fin will had you out, Some of you are 
lacely pur in the places of men of pru- 
dence, piety, and zeal for God, that 
were not the oft-ſpring of Sequeſtra- 
tions, of the iſſues of divided parties, 
bue choſen into the company for their 
real worth , and perional abilities ro 
ſerve the Town. And ſuch they are 
which have given you demonſtrations 
of Jaſtice running cown like water, 
and righteouſneſs like a mighty flream, 
They left you a Town well ordered, 
where prophaneſs ſeeks corners , and 


INpiety 
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impiety dare not ſhew its head 5 ic hath 
beena ſhame and reproach for a drun- 
kard to reel, or & Sabbath-breaker to 
appear inthe light, The mouths of 
{wearers have been Ropped, and the 
born of the ungodly durſt not life up 
it (elf. It is not for their impiety that 
they are laid afinde, or unmeetne(s to 
rule, but through their own diffacisfa- 
Qion , and you that inheric cheic truſt 
( chrough favour ) inberic their graces, 
diligence, and upright lives , that we 
may hereafter lay of yoo, as we can of 
them, You left the place bertrer then 
you found it. * Love not fin in your 
ſelves, for then you will not puniſh ir 
in others: put not ſuch in your boſoms, 
againſt whom you muſt draw the 
Sword : Let not the enemies of holi- 
nels be your friends and favourites, 
leaſt you ſpars Agag when God fayes 

2, Endeavour to ſettle with you a 
Preacher aſter Gods own heart, thas 
will endeavour to pleaſe God and not 


man. Prayers without Preaching will 
nor 
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not fave the ignorant and carnal that 
are yet amongſt you , rthole that God 
hath joyned ler them not be ſeparated : 
we read more of the Apoſtles preach- 
ing, exhorting, warning the people 
then we do of their praying with chem, 
Paul did defire that utterance might be 
given him, not to read a tew prayers 
again and again, bur that he might open 
his mouch b wdly to make known the my- 
ſtery of the Goſpel, Ephel, 6. 19. Col. 4. 
3,4. he cells us, thet be was not ſent to 
baptize, but to preach , that is elpecially, 
principally to preach the Goſpel as his 
main and only work + and by the fool:ſb. 
neſf of preaching God ſavith ſuch as be- 
lieve z and he chargeth Timothy in a 
moſt ſolemn and dreadtul manner be- 
tore God and the Lord Jetus Chriſt, 
who ſhall judge the quick and dead at his 
coming, ts preach the word,to be inſtant in 
ſeaſon and ont of ſeaſonto reprove, rebuke, 
exbort with all long-[uffering & doftrine. 
When I read all che cexrs that enjoyn 
preaching, and frequent preaching of 
the Goſpel, and (ee the practice of ful, 

D bow 
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how at ail times he was ready topreach, 
Rom, 1.15, whereever he came. and 
bow he ſtrove ro —_ the Goſpel 
where he could cet in and had l:berty to 
doit, Rim, 15, 20 2! Gm he a 
led up and down to preach, 2 Cor.2.12. 
& 2 C#r.10,14.yca though he has weak- 

nels upon ma, , and infirmities in his 
eih, Gal 4. 13. All theſe things make 
me conciace that it is an excellent 
work, and the work of a M:niſter., and 
not to be negleed where we can have 
treedom on honeſt rerms. And 1 won- 
cer that men can content themiclves 
with a Reager only 07 that any thar are 
called to this work can fatishe conlci- 
ence with reading a form only to the 
peo} le and Night or preach againſt 
pt reaci I. God harh vouchlafed K | 
Pi e2 Clu ns Mt niſtr ' Oe LYOUr Fathers and 
you atleaſt ſixty yea! s. Oh continue 
it ſtil | 2n4 rake care of your choice! A 
dead mini! iſtry 1s as good as none, and an 
unpreaching Pre:cher is lictle better : 
I mean ſuch as preach well bur live ill, 
that look towards heaven and row to- 
wards 
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wards hell.Moſt people deftre a Preach- 
er like themſelves; but do you ſeek for 
one better then your ſelves; you muſt 
(lome of you) mend a great deal before 
you make the moſt holy and beſt men, 
and a great dea! more before you can be 
the beſt Magiſtrates, and therefore for 
your ſelves you need a good, yea the 
beſt Miniſter, How much better was 
Foas tor Tehoiadab?itis but a lirtle rime 
and God will ask you how you came by 
your places, and how you uled your 
power ; I wiſh you may give a good ac- 
counc of both. 

3. As you are profeſſors of Chriſti- 
anity, both Magiſtrates and people,have 
I pray vou a f{pecial care of the honour 
of God in the Town -: God hath been 
honoured many years in this place :god- 
lineſs was eminently befriended, ſo that 
the Town was eminently hated and 
greatly beloved for irs ſake; the godly 
tar andnear lovedit; the wicked hated 
it and often threatned its ruine. Oh ler 
the honour of God b<dear to you all. 
Ler not (enſualicy, fleſhly walking, re- 
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vellings, chamberings and wantonneſs, 
and all thoſe luxuriances of the carnal 
part be found among you which are {0 
contrary to the glory of God. Remem- 
ber God faith, 1 will honour them that 


honour me, 1 S1M. 2. 30, and thoſe that + 


ſet light by God (ball be deſpiſed, Mat. 22, 
Whether ye tat or drink, whatever you do, 
do all to the glory of God, x Cor.10, make 
this your end and aim in all undertak- 
ings. Aaliver the temp:ration of Satan 
to pride, laſt, envy, gluttony, drunken- 
ne's, and fleſhpleaſing, withthis queſti- 
on, Is this to the glory of God? what 
will be the iſſue, the end of this ation? 
will it redound to the glory of Chriſt 2 
how nezr would carth come to heaven, 
and what a glorious reſembrance would 
there be of the heavenly hoſt of Saints 
and Angels by the ſons of mortals on 
che earth, if all chey did were done to 
Gods honour! its theſe baſe ends of 
pleaſure, profit, credit, eaſe, earthly ap- 
plauſe, and honour that men proſecute 
onearth,which makes this world fo like 
the ſaburbs of hell, and curns ſo many 
thou- 
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thouſands into hell, Pſalm 9. For tht 
wicked ſhall be turned into hell and all the 
people that forget God, that is,to glorifie, 
honour,exale God, Oh that you would 
obſerve this, and all agree in aiming ar, 
and intending his honour, and all of you 
would reſolve never wickedly to fin 
more in Sabbarh- breaking , ſwearing, 
leſt we diſhonour Gcd and caſt con- 
tempt upen the dreadiul Name of the 
Lord our God. 

4. My next diretion is, Endeavour” 
todo the will of God and not your own 
live over your prayer, thy wifi be done x 
ſelhſhneſs is a great fn, and ſelf is no- 
where ſtronger then ia the will , when 
2 man will have his own will, God and 
his Laws are fer in dehancewiltulneſs is 
the broadeſt, plaineſt way to ſelf-de- 
ſtruction. It we ſhould ask, Why is the 
world ſo wicked ? it is becauſe they are 
wilfull, and they will have their own 
wills. And why are ſo many thouſands 
damned > Becaule rhey followed their 
own w.lls, and would have their own 
wayes, and they could never be teduced 
D 3 t9 
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to the will of God, nor conquer the 
powers of their ſouls, nor their earthly 
members co ſubmirunto,and cloſe with 
the will of God, bur they mace Idols 
of rheir own willz, and then their own 
wills mace them a worſhip and ſervice 1 
oft the jealous God which he abomi- 
nated $; and their wills choſe them our 
wayes which were crols to Go1ls ways : 
And hence their perdition arole. as you 
read of the Jews, their wills chooſed 
their own wayes, then was war in the 
gates; and God rells them, Oh Iſracl,t: 
thy perdition 1s of thy (elf, thou haſt 
ceſtroyed thy (elf ; take heed of this 
wiltull zeſufing of the will of God, and | 
tollowing of your own. 

3. Take hecd of en bracing damna- 
ble errors, the things thar God hath 
witneſled agzinſt, eſpecially rake heed 
of Popery+ Antichriſt muſt down, and 
Bai j/on mult fall, though all che Kings 
of the earth labour to uphold them; 2nd 
that the Pope is the Antichriſt, aad 
Rome Babylon, there is more laid for it 
then can be ſaid agaiaſt it, Save thy ſelf 


oh 


39 
8h Lion from thoſe that dwel{ in Bi5ylon; 
partake not of their ſins, leſt you partake of 
their plagues: the Beaſt and the fatle Pro- 
phes muſt be tormented with endicſs fires 
they have ſhed ſo much of the blood of the 


. Saints that they muſt have blood to drink, 


of which they are worthy. You may late- 
ly lay dowa your lves for retuling Po- 
pery ; one of the late Prelates of chis 
land hath lefe it on record, that there is 
no peace with Rome ; B fhop Ha?7. 
6, Beware of a league wich honers; 
let your companions be ſuch as fear che 
Lord, will vou live inthe boſome of 
thoſe that muſt be in heil for ever, ſuch 
as will be enticing and drawing you + 
from that which is good and into (1n * 
wicked companions have been the bane 
of many thouſand ſouls;you have choice 
enough z there are many pretious belte- 
vers amongſt you ot all forts, old and 
young, rich and poor; get into their ac- 
quaintance and tellowſhip z as a man 15, 
lo will his fociety bez if fnners entice, 
conſent not, Foſeph himlelt was cor- 
rupted in dwelling in the houſe of Ph«- 
D 4 10.4h 
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roah : it is good breathing in a whole- 
ſome aire, 

7. Ler not any fin raign or quietly 
dwell in you 3 you may with leis dan- 
ger to your everlaſting eſtate lie in a 


fire,or dwell in an ocean of water, then. 


lie aad abide in fin , and yer no man will 
ſtay in a lame one hour, or lie in a river 
or pond, Oh but how long will men 
lic 1n the bed of fn, 2nd ſafter fin to le 
in them ! even ill death diſſolves the 
frame, and ſeparates the ſoul from the 


fleſh,and both body and ſoul trom God., 


Believe it Sirs,f1n is as bad and as full of 
evil as ever you heard it to be from the 
mouth of God or man ; donor lic in it 
rill you feel ir;lert nor feeling make you 
believers, bur ferch faich from the un- 
doubred Word of God : You wonder 
why Miniſters make ſuch an outcry 
againſt fn, why it is dayly their work 
to cry it down z you wonder why men 
are ſo preciſe to ſtand at ſuch a diſtance 
trom the appearance of evil, the ſhadow 
of fin. Oh what nic? mea are thoſe 
with you that cannot (wear with you, 
and 
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and ſubſcribe ro the Ceremonies, and | 
OhSirs, did you | 
know the evil of fin, the poyſon that | 
is in the ſmalleſt cup, the venom that ' 


drink your healths, 


is in the leaſt drop, you would keep ar 
the ſame or a greater diſtance from ir 
then others co. You that would not 
let a blemiſh be in your faces, a ſmall 
diſeaſe in your hearts : Oh why will 
you let a fin lye in your fouls, a fin 
that will damn you, and ſhame you be- 
fore God and the world, and be a tor- 
ment to think of it to all eternity ! Oh 
that I might be ſo happy with Sampſon 
to kill more of theſe Phil:ſtines ar the 
day of my death, then in all my life, 
8. Lernot che world and the things 
of the world be roo precious in your 
eyes, Believe that there is not that 
worth in it, that its pleafures and pro» 
fics tempt you to think there 1s, Ir is 
a portion that the Reprobate hath, and 
ſometime that the EleR do want, You 
have many more precious things to 
look atter, love and celight 1n , a pre- 
c:ous God, a precious Chrilt, and a ho» 


ly 


| 


4 
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ly Spirit, precious Truth, and a prec*- 
ous Soul, and Heaven, The world 
weighs nothing when ic 1s laid in the 
balliace with any, with either of theſe 
Oh loſe not either of theſe for the 
gaining of this baſe world : having 
tood and rayment, be content witt 
things convenient; it God give you 
more, ule chem tor his glory, anJ1 your 
ne:ghbours wealth. 

9. Obcy your King, not for wrath, bur 
for Conſcience ſake : It he impoſe 
Taxes, murmur not at them. Tribute 
ſaith Paul,muſt be p 1id to whom Tribute s 


dur. Fear to whom Fear, Honour ts whom 
Honowr. Protettion 15 a greater mer - 
Cy thea w2 can value - How much 
would many people give tor ſuch ade- 
tence as vs et uponall oar gio-» 
ry.,and luch quiet hib'itarions : our UVes 
anc. 8 $ & nocT Þ rat C3 THe 
CNV. 1s, DY 4 mh ne bY 495 t Par- 
liament. Fre God and the Kine, and 
foli-w rot them that are n1ven ochanze. 


A ; {0 Th W of | 111 their places 
ler himzia cher piaces I ſay, 
ind 
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and in the things wherein they have 
power : The meaneſt Officer muſt 
n% be contemned, nor reſiſted doing 
tris Office : He that reſiſts, reſiſts an 
Ordinance of God, Rom, 13. Bar ſtill 
know that none have power againſt 
God yz to ſet upan Altar 2gainſt Gods 
Altar. The Church hath power to de- 
clare Chriſts Laws already made, and 
ſee them executed, and that the things 
of Chriſt be managed decently and in 
order, i.e orderly withour confuſion : 
in Modes and things Circumdſtantial 
they may determine as to time, place, 
Fc. and we muſt obey. Bur fav the 
Leyden Divines, Syn, Pur. Theol. Diſp, 
35. Ab omni traditionum humanarum 
Jweo0 liberas babemius Con(cientias , 1-5 
ſolius Der fit res ai Religionem perti- 
nentes preſcribercs It any chi ng be en- 
joynec that you cannor ytieid to, ſub- 
mir your ſelves to ſuffer p2tent ly what 
ſhall be laid upon you. When you 
ſee it 1s your cuty (non obedire)\) not to 
at ind practiſe, there you mr;ſt nor 
nolle obedire,or ſuperb 4 repiugnare;chere's 

a great 
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a great deal of difference between a 
mans not being able ro obey aQtively, 
and his being unwilling to obey, or 
proudly to reſiſt, ordiſobey, Let the 
world know that you are willing to 
yield as far as you can, All this I 
add as to obedience in matters Ec- 
cleſiaſtical and Spirirual, 

10, Conform to things eſtabliſhed 
in the Church as far as you can - this 
follows on the laſt, There are many 
things good that you may ſafely own, 
and practiſe, and joyn in witbour fin, 
Do not think, that becau'ie I and others 
do retuſe to lubicribe and Contorm, thar 
therefore we could not yield to ſome,or 
that we judge all bad z no, we ſhould 
have gone tar, rather then leave our 
Miniſtry, as far as any ſhoe of the pre- 
paration of the Goſpel wonld bear us, 
Your Cale and ours are not the (ame ; 
you are not pur to declare your un- 
feigned Afſſent and Conſent to all and 
every point in the Licurgy as we are; 
nor to ſubſcribe to other things. I 
can ( ſaich M*, Z. C.) keep communion 
under 
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vader that form of Worſhip wherein I 
cannot adminiſter, and heartily (ay 
Amento the Petitions which are put up 
in an order ſo contuſed, prepoſterous 
and indigeſted, that ic ſeemeth co me 
- fo much below the gravity of the 
Church, whoſe mouth I muſt be, the 
ſeriouſneſs of the Office whereby I 
muſt miniſter, the ſanity of the dury 
I am to perform, and the Jealous and 
Sacred nature of the objet ro whom 
they are preſented, thar I dare nor 
ſtand berween God and his people in 
the ſame. In things that are unlaw- 
full abſolutely the ator and the looker 
on z he that prayes, and he that holds 
up his hands, finneth: Bur in things 
that are inconvenient, Or 1n an imper- 
te& mode of Worſhip; where there is 
a liberty of cloſhing or refuſing: the 
_— arenot guilty of che fin,eſpe- 
cially if rhere is a ſecret proteſt ente- 
red againſt every defiling thing, In 
our extempere prayers there were fail- 
ings, imperfections z we were meng 
words might fall that were not ig 


appolice 


+ 
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appokce as was defired by us for ſuch 
a, duty: Our foul abhorred them as 
they were finfull, ſo did yours. Will 
God impure theſe to you * ſurely no. 
There 1s a local preſence, and a moral 


abieace in one and the ſame duty : the * 


body 15 before the Miniſter, or Offici- 
ating Prieſts, ready ro hear what God 
ſaith, or ro ofter ap to God what he 
ſaith, but it he utrer falſhood, the ſoul 
is ablear, A Miniſter preacheth a ma- 
niteſt error, the hearer abhors it, keeps 
ic far enough lrom the belict of his 
heart , (h:1| this man be guilty of ir ? 
Surely ir is his fin that is the AcRor. 
it lyeth at his own door: thou haſt 
delivered thy Soul. The Application 
is caſte, 

11. Donot be drawn by the exam» 
ples of men only z nor feared by their 
threats: be not Contormilts I mean 
becauſe (uch and ſuchare: and benor 
Non-conformiſts becauſe others are ſo. 
Idefire that my bare practice may nor 
lead you: poſhbly I may be deceived 
and miſtaken, We all know bur in 
part: 


—_— 
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part : as 1 ever ſaid, Follow me no 
further then I follow Chriſt. And 
rhoughChriſt retuſed ro waſh his hands, 
though it was a tradition of their fore- 
fathers, and 2 command of Superiors, 


- yet into their Synagogues Chriſt went. 


Search the Scriptures, ſee with your 
own eyes, and letthe command and 
will of God weigh more with yourhen 
the example of men: And be not 
feared from following God throngh 
the fear of man, He hath aſſured you 
that no man ſhall harm you whileſt you 
tollow the thing that is good. The 
fear of man hath been a great ſnareto 
the godly. How uprightly bad Peter 
ſtood, had it not been tor this * Daxiel 
was fearleſs, and ſo would not omitrt a 
{mall thing of opening -his window , 

bur praycs in the fight of all, though 
the King had forbidden ir, Chriſtian 
Courage corth excellently become a 
Souldier of Chriſt : ver much of the 
fear of God in your hearts. Timer 
timore , ut clavims clave pellituy $ fear 


crives out and expells fear, 
12, Have 
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12, Have a great care of Schim - I 
ſpeak of finfull ſchiſm: There is a ſchiſm 
that is lawtull and commanded , and 
there is a ſchiſm unlawtull and con- 
demned, Separate from fin and things 


in themſelves unlawtall, and the Scrip- * 


ture will bear you onr, 2 Cor. 6. slt. 
bur to ſeparate from the Worſhip an4 
Ordinances of God, becauſe they are 
not ſo lively adminiſtred, nor perhaps 
ſo purely as might be defired, this is 
not warrantable, God muſt be ſer- 
ved with one mouth, with the beſt we 
ean have and bring before him : A pair 
of Turtle doves or a little Goars hair 
is acceptable where no better can be 
had, Let nothing make you leave 
Gods houſe, but whar himſelf departs 
for z the branch will nor fall off, if ir 
bath but a lucle nouriſhment from che 
redt. 

13. Take heed of dilaffetion to the 
peopleyou d.ﬀer from: Many of Chriſts 
members may be of another mind in, 
and about theſe trifles and ineptias to- 
lerabiles as Calvin calls them, Jacge 

0 
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of men according. to their —_— 
and ſeriouſneſs in Worſhip, Knowldege 
and holy walking. Love them moſt char 
love the Lord and Laws of Chriſt. Ler 
them Conform or not, bate or diſaf- 
" te&tnone on this account, but ſuch as 
hare the Lord. 

14. Learn (o to walk as you may 
avoid ſcandal and contempt. You 
muſt be carefull , elſe you will offend 
the weak Brethren, which Paul would 
nor, and believers muſt nor give of- 
fence tothe Jew or ro the Gentile, or 
the Church of God, Offences wil 
come, but wo ts them by whom they come. 
You may offend the weak,by extending 
ot your liberty, and walking to the 
outhide of it ; and you may contemn 
Aurhoriry by conrrating it, and 
ſtanding too cloſe to your Chriſtian 
Liberty to the ſleighting of their Law- 
tull Commangs. Chriſtian Liberty is 
an excellent thing, but few know how 
co ule it: bur ſome upon its account 
wrong their Neighbours , ſome the 
Magiſtrate, but chiefly their own fouls. - 
E 15, Fres 
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15, Fret not at the ungodly when 
they proſper in the world : It was Da- 
vids ftaulc or failing z ler it not be 
yours. Thoughthey opprets you, im - 
priſon you, trample on you, and lay 
all manacr ot evil againſt vou for the 
Lorcs fake; though they make your 
lives uncomfortable, vex your fouls, 
walk in protancſs, have their wills, 
deipiic che ozth of God, Ezek, 17.1 $. 
bear indignation pm the holy Cove- 
nant, Dan. 11. forſate it and co 
wickedly _ ver. 32. come not 
16 trouble tor ir, but glory in their 
ſhame z; be nor troubled ar them : Is 
noteternity long enough tor them to 
ſuffer in « and 15 not time ſhort for 
chemro fin ins Read Job 20. 4, 5,6. 
1s not the rriumphing of the w cked ſhort, 
and the joy of the Hypocrite for a moment ? 
But they ſhall periſh for ever, thourh hu 
exceliercy miunt up to the heavens, and 
his bead reach to the cloads, How ſoon 
will their glory depart, and ſorrow and 
ſhame cover them as a Cloak! Oh Chri- 
fitaas, prize the tavour of your Lora, 
and 


-4. 
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and account no man happy bur he 
whoſe God is the Lord. 

16. Take heed of che wiles of Satan; 
helies in wait at all times to deceive. 
Ic is his work to lay ſnares in times of 
liberty to draw you into licentiouſnels, 
and co {wim down the ſtreams of plea- 
fure; in times of error to ſeduce you 
from the faich: in times of ſtritneſs 
ro our-do your duties, and overdo 
what God hath commanded, You 
cannot be too watchtull 2gainſt ſuch an 
enemy who ſtrives ar che lite of your 
ſouls. Do not think he doth nor (eek 
your ruine, becauſe he doth nor viſibly 
appear to you, becauſe you do nor fee 
tim; he works in the dark, and doth 
moſt againſt you, when he 1s leaſt 
ſuſpected. Ob be not iguoraat of his 
Cevices. 

17. Do not ealily pare with your 
Comfores, You to whom the Lord 
hath ſpoken peace,and afluree youot his 
love in and by the Goſpel, let not ma- 
ny crols providences though he lifts 


you up, and caſts you down , though 
E'3 he 
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" be takes; and withholds good things 
| from you, let not theſe make you lay 
by your comforts. You thar live in 
the Church, Milicang, muſt expe op- 
poſition, combats and falls , mileries as 
well as mercies will attend you ; frowns 
as wellas ſmiles, comings and goings 
of comtorts, en;oyments, Ms. 
You muſt {ee nights as well as dayes ; 
Summers and W1anters,heats and colds, 
dews and drineſs. When any of your 
flowers wither, and your Suns go down 
ſadly, do nor let your radical comforts 
depart from you : {till fay with David, 
Why art thow caſt down my ſoul ? why 
art then diſquicted within me? Still truſt in 
God, for 1 ſhall yet praiſe him. Give 
not way to a dejeded ſpirit, you can- 
not ſerve God acceptably , do all you 
da in joyfulneis and praiſe, P/4.100.1, 2. 
Never thiak you do well to be grie- 
ved and fo far caſt down 2s to be un- 
ſerviceable to your God, or unmect to 
praiſe him in holy joy , delight and 
love 
18, Nouriſh faith, hope and love : Ic 
is 


<> 
is by faith that we muſt be juſtified an 
ſaved;by faith we muſt ſerve and pleaſe 
the living God;by faith we muſt conquer 
ſin,death & the world;zyou need faith ro 
go through with you in all conditions z 
hope is neceſſary to anchor the ſoul, and 
keepit cloſe ro God in ſtorms, celaycs 
and davgers : love will raiſe you and 
carry you afrer God and his waies, and 
make you bear affliction with delight. 
If you live in love, the God of love will 
be with you : it will ſweeren much of 
the croubles of the earth, and give you 
a taſte what heaven is. You't need theſe 
graces more then all che world, when 
the Bride-groom cometh z, when orhers 
are croyling for the world, do you la- - 
bour for faich,hope,and charity : It was 
a foolith thing in the worlds eye to be- 
hold Neah build an Ark and make (ſuch 
ado about fo needleſs a thing as they 
thought ; but who was the tool when 
the flood came? the world or Noah 2 
You know how our meetings for the 
increaſe of faith, hope,and charity have 
been derided and decryed by roo many 
E 3 amongſt 
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amongſt you as needleſs things : but 
who will be the fool when the Bride- 
groom coines!he that hath theſe graces, 
or he that hath them nor ! confider bur 
a lictle and judee, 


19, Take heed of the leaven of 


hypocriſfie ; thoſe thar have read the 
Book called The Vain Religion , may 
know who the hvpocrite is + 15 it not the 
man that proteſſeth ro know, worſhip 
and own God for his Father, and yer in 
hearr and works denies him? and is there 
any {11 more common then lypocriſie * 
nay are not you that fo often have the 
hypocrite in your mouths to reproach 
your neighbours with, the hypocr:tes 
your (elves? 

Oh the miſch.e! that hypocrifie hath 
done in che Church ! how many golden 
profeſſors bur the other day, are be- 
come eminently prophane , and have 
not forſaken, but h:ted and ovenly re- 
nounced the things and waies of God 
and glory and rejoycc in it! Oh theſe 
mensReligion washur guilded hypocrt- 
fie, and now the gullc is off, and men 
are 


yy 
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are in their own colours, and have off 
their own coats; now the hypocritical 
garment that they put on to deceive, is 
off, Oh be ftacere Chriſtians or none! 
let not the portion of the hypocrites be 
yours at the laſt day, 

Laftly, Above all make God your 
chieteſt good; let Chriſt be your way to 
enjoy him through the helpofcheSpirir, 
Word, and Ordinances, lct God be thy 
Father and thy all, and he will be ever 
thine, and with thee for thy go04, who 
cannot dye. When one told a Chri- 
ſtian that his Father was dead, Defsne 
blaſphemias lequi, ceaſe to ſpeak blaſ- 
phemy, my Farher is ſtill alive, When 
thou haſt done all thou canſt in work- 
ing out thy ſalvation, yer let the ſtreſs 
of all lie apon Jeſus Chriſt : Chriſt is all 
and in all: value the world andall chings 
but as Cuſt, drofs, and dung in com- 
pariſon of this inviſible glory, Lord, 
God, Father,Son,and Holy Ghoſt! live 
ro him, anddyein him, and you ſhall 
raign with him world without end. 

I have now twenty more requeſts, or 
E 4 petl- 
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petitions to you, which will be my dy- 
ing words, my laſt requeſts, it God 
bring me not from death again, 

I. I beleech you all my Brethren and 
Fathers,examine your ſelves throughly 
to know the ſtare of your ſouls, and 
how you ſtand in the fight of God ; 
think how near the day of Afſiſe is to us 
all; you arein an eſtate good or bad, of 
life or death - know fo faras is attain- 
able, the caſe you are in ; you are apt to 
ſay, when I have put this queſtion to 
you, We truſt it is well with us. Oh my 
Brethren it is not good to truſt (in this 
caſe) betore you try; have you not 
beard and read that many a mans faith 


| and hope1s vain ! Faw, 1. and 2, chap. 


Fob in many places ? try your own cale, 
know your own ſelves. 

2. See in your tryal eſpecially chat 
the work of converſion is foundly 
wroughty fee to thar s Circumciſion nor 
wncireumcifuon availeth nothing, but a new 
creature, All your (hews are bur as a 


| rympany z all your dnties huskes, ſhels, 
; are unavailable without che new crea- 


cure, 
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ture. Beloved my ſpiric ſtirreth in me 
through tear leſt you have nor paſt yer 
through the new birth: the Scripture 
hath concluded you under wrath and 
wo, it you are not born again: Oh ſee 


£0 It. 


3- My next requeſt is, that you 
would not fit down ſhort of Jeſus 
Chriſt , you may go far and do much, 
aad yer fall ſhort of Jeſus Chriſt , there 
Is a running in vain, becauſe men fit 
down before they come to Chriſt , they 
fit down with the Name of Chriſt, and 
with a few notions of Chriſt in their 
heads, and with ſome underling affeRi- 
ons to him, and on a few formal per- 
tormances to him, when they have nor 
the life of Chriſt in them,nor the Laws 
of Chriſt, nor his Spirit ruling in their 
ſouls, nor his Word dwelling in them 
richly ro ceach them his fear. Oh be- 
loved, this is not your reſt ; it you fic 


cown without the nature, lite, laws, 


Spirit, and power of Chriſt in you, to 
qa Cken you,enliven,enlighten,impow- 
er, and enable you to live, love, obey, 
and 
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and.glorifie Chriſt, you will fit down 
ſhorr of Jeſus Chriſt, and then ir had 
been better you had never fer a foot to- 
wards Chriſt in his holy wayes :never 
reft till you are in his arms, and your 


abode is in his boſome, you in him, and* 


he in you the hope of glory, 

4. My next requeſt is, That you 
would mind above all ehings your 
erernal condition ; you are this day 
ficting on theſe ſears now , by fires 
in your families with your relations 
anon - but ro morrow you may be in 
eternity, and know no more what wives 
and children, ſun and moon, earth and 
Sky, clocks and time, how they paſs by 
you and bring you reports from friends 
and various experiences as now they 
dog do all for eternity, Remember 
when you are praying you pray for 
erernity and eternal mercies and things : 
think when you feel your breath ce- 
parting that ereraity 15 coming upon, 
you, 

5. Sctup, and if you have begun, 
keep up ſerious and fervent prayer in 
your 
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your families, and other family cuties 
of admonition, inſtrution, and reproot. 
Let your houſes be lictle Churches, 
and thar which is denied you 1n cther fa- 
milies, let it be had at home. I know 
the ſociery of believers of one heart is 
quickening in cloſe and private cham- 
bers, and our hearts are much enlarged 
then before God, Yet io long as you 
pray to the ſame God, for the ſame 
Church and people , eſpecially when 
your own fleth and blood, your dear 
wives and children are at your elbows, 
Oh how ſhould this quicken you to be 
exrneſt tor che life of cheir ſouls! Lee 
not the Lord when he looks down from 
heaven to (ee it there be any that ſeek 
aiter him, lect not then your families be 
found prayerleſs tamilies,as if you owed 
no ob:cience to God, or ſtood in no 
need of him, and leſt he clapa curſe on 
yor”r dores , Curſed be this family that 
calls not wpon the name of the Lord. 

6, Have a ſpecial care of bringing up 
your cluldren 1in the fear os God; -in- 
firuc, corre, and give them a good 
example : 
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example:you have lirtle of the world to 
leave them perhaps, if you leave them 
is che poſſeſſion of God and in the 
hopes of heaven, you have been good 
Parents to them 4 bur to leave chem, 
nothing of the world and without God 
and hope, it is ſo fad athing that you 
will not give 2 good account of it be- 
fore God, 

And you that are children, do not 
break your Parents heart by your ſinful 
diſobedient waies : you have tender 
Parents who love you, and would not 
bring you up for the devil, nor (ee you 
everlaſtingly contounded and burned 
in the lake of hell. Oh return to God 
and his holy waies, remember your Crea- 
towr ; God longs for you and defires 
che fiſt ripe truir z che ſooner you come 
in to him, the more you ſhall have of his 
love, and the more will your godly Pa- 
reats delight in you, 

7. Never be aſhamed of a ſerious, 
holy, godly hte, though you are re- 
proached, vilified, and ſufter much in che 
world for it ; be not diſmayed, bur re- 
joyce 
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joyce and be exceed! glad _ 
ace ſufferers tor holineſs, and not perſe- 
cutors of it : but be. aſhamed of a bly _ 
converlation,of the Image of Saran, of 
the fins that make yow odious and 
loathſome inthe ſight of God, Iadmire 
to paſs by the Ale-houſe-dores to bear 
ſo many fingi ag. , drinking, roaring, and 
they are not aſhamed art it, bur there 
| are many that are aſhamed to worſhip 
God in their own houles, or reprove 
fin : if this be not to be aſhamed of 
Chriſt, whar is £ 
8, My next requeſt is, That you 
z g would never think that you are holy 
| enough, or have grace enough, bur be 
ſtill preſſing after more. No worldly | 
| man thinks he hath riches enough bur | 
| will bechirſting atter more 3 and ſhall 
not the Chriſtian be as coverous atrer 
God * is not onedram of grace more 
| then all the world, one ſmile of Gods 
countenance more then a hundred rivers 
| of oil + why coyou think you have 
«4» enough of this labour, 1s grow in grace 
and to abound in ur 


9, If 
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9.If youdo not grow fo faſt in grace as 
you thould, be fare you do nor decline 
and decay in grace. Whither hath 
Apoſtacy carried a backſliding foul / 
Apoſtares ſtop nor frequently ill they 
are in hell , there chey reſt becauſe chey' 
can fall no lower , be ſenſible of chy 
declinings, Chriſtian , leſt they end tn 
this, and thy latter end be worſe then 
thy begining. 

10. My next requeſt is, Thr you 
would look to your worth: 'p; 2 little 
thing in worſhip is more offenfve to 
God then you think of. Conſider 
Nadaband Abibs ; (mall faults in wor- 
ſhip pfovoke highly : there we deal im- 
mediarely with God, and his glory 1s 
immediately concerned; he is therefore 
nowhere (o jealous as in the things of 
his worſhip: rake heed of a lafie, frothy, 
forma], fuperſticions worſhip, leſt God 
calt it as dung in your faces, and (ay, 
Who requires theſe things at your hands ? | 

11, Have a ſpecal regard to the 
Lords day : letir nor be prophaned by 


unlawful recreations,and games, nor by 
thole 


k 
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hoſe thar may be lawtul ar other times? + 
loſe nor an hour of it in-vain delights or 
pleaſures of the fleſh: ler the foul be ar- 
tending on God even when your hands 
are about the works of neceſſity and 
| mercy : do not think all your work is 
done when the publick worſhip is done : 
ſay not then, Fleſh,take thy pleaſure, I 
have ſerved God enough; this day iris 
| a day tor meditation, rejoycing, thank- 
| fulneſs and prayer,and to vie the ſick, 


; 


inſtru your families, and nor ro be 
ſpent in the ſervice oft the world or 
fleſh. 
6,4 12. Thoughthis be a dayotf ſcarrer- 
ing, yer let brotherly love continue : 
thoſe that have walked in ſellowthip in | 
publick and private Ordinances, ler nor 
your love be cold, but continue love 
and aftection, and exhort one another, 
and pray one for another, and ferve one 
Fs another in love, and be kind, courteous, 
airhful, and zealous for the good of 
every poor ſheep that belon2s co this 
fold. 
13. Thar you would be more then 
OrGin 4. 


[64] 

ordinary diligent in working out ye 
falvatioo, W har means God will afford 
you,we cannot ell :if any, make uſe of 
i towork by : if {mall or none, labour 
ſo much the more your ſelves. How 
comfortably might you hve and die, if 
you knew that your calling and your 
ele&ion were made ſure ! however dili- 
gence will briag comfort, floachtulneſs 
ſhame : it is no {mall comfort now ar 
my ſuſpenſion, that I worked while I 
had time, 

I4. | requeſt you, that whatever you 

do, you do all in the ſtrength of Chriſt, 
& notin your own, do nothing for your Þ 
own glory but tor his : keep down (elf, 
and ler it not be exalted againſt che 
Lord in any thing : take heed of ſelf- 
ſufficiency, ſelt-aims, ſelf-ends , learn 
not only co truſt in Chriſt, bur co uſe 
Chriſt : here 15 the wiſdom of the Saints 
todoall in Chriſt and tor Chriſt, 

15, I beſcech you pitty and look! 
ro your poor, they grow great and nu - 
merous, and many are poor inwardly 
and outwardly both : let ſome courſe 
5 


